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TUSJ: THAI MEDIA REACTION - THAI GOVERNMENT 

EDITORIAL MAY 22 IN THE WEEKLY REVIEW OE THE CONSERVATIVE, 
PRESTIGIOUS AFTERNOON DAILY SIAM RATH, OWNED BY EORMER PM 
KUKRIT PRAMOJ, NOTES PRESIDENT CARTER'S LONDON COMMENTS ABOUT 
HOW TO PREVENT COUTRIES FROM GOIN COMMUNIST AND USES THE 
REMARKS TO MAKE A THINLY- VEILED ATTACK ON THE THAI GOVERNMENT. 
EDIT QUOTES CARTER AS SAYING THAT GOVERNMENTS SHOULD GREAT 
CONFIDENCE AMONG THEIR PEOPLE THAT THEY ARE DOING A GOOD JOB, 

ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO NEEDECD CHANGE, PROMPTLY RESPOND TO THE 
WHISHES AND NEED OF THEIR PEOPLE. IN ADDITION, EDIT CONTINUES, 
"MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT MUST BE EFFICIENT AND HONEST 
BEYOND SUSPICION." 

NOT ONLY THE LONDON SUMIT MEMBERS HOULD HEED THE PRESIDENT'S 
WORDS, EDIT WARMS, BUT ALL COUNTRIES, "INCLUDING THOSE WHICH 
ARE CONCENTRATING ON DEVELOPING A DEMOCRATIC EORM OF GOVERNMENT 
- COUNTRIES FACED WITH A COMMUNIST MENACE AND THREAT." 

EDIT DIVIDES GOVERNMENTS INFO TWO CATEGORIES: TURE 
DEMOCRACIES AND COUNTRIES WHERE THE "GOVERNMENT IS COMPLETELY 
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CONTROLLED BY A GROUP OF PERSONS... WHO USE EORCE AND WHO DRAFT 
AND DETRMINE VARIOUS POLICIES WHICH THEY FEEL WILL PRODUCE GOOD 
RESULTS." SIMULTANEOUSLY, "SOME ERIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OE THE PEOPLE 
ARE RESTRICTED... TO PREVENT THEM FRO HAVING ANY IMPACT ON 
THE POWER OR STABILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT. " 

EDIT SAYS SUCH GOVERNMENTS CLAIM THAT RESTRICTIVE 
MEASURE ARE NEEDED BECAUSE OE VARIOUS INTERNAL PROBLEMS, 
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INCLUDING INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL COMMUNIST THREATS, BUT, EDIT 
NOTES, SEVERAL SUCH COUNTRIES WERE DEEEATED "BY THE COMMUNISTS IN 
THE END," 

MOST GOVERNMENTS THAT POSSESS ABSOLUTE POWER ARE NOT READY TO 
PERMIT ANY OPPORTUNITY EOR ANY CHANGE TO BE MADE LATER, WHEN 
NECESSARY. WHAT SHOULD BE BORNE UPPERMOST IN MIND IS THAT 
WHEN PERSONS POSSESS TOTAL POWER OE ADMINISTRATION OE A COUNTRY, 
THAT TOTAL POWER IS APT TO CONELICT WITH HONESTY IN MOST CASES." 
COMMENT: THIS IS THE MOST DIRECT (THOUGH THINGLY VIELED) ATTACK 
ON THE PRESENT THAI GOVERNMENT IN RECENT MONTHS, DIRECT ATTACKS 
HAVE RESULTED IN MORE THAN ONE NEWSPAPER BEING CLOSED AT LEAST 
TEMPORARILY - INCLUDING SIAM RATH. IT WILL BE INTERESTING 
TO SEE WHAT HAPPEN IN THIS CASE. 

MCGINEEY. 
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